o ‘turing goods: ‘becatisé ‘'we ‘¢an im

- | ported food, tather stop gmwmg it,
-] he iirges, if it costs us more than the - por
| often highly subsidised. agncultu:al :

-t 7-million ayear—12 tires ourpro--

: T have news for Jim, his country e
L wuuld niot last long his way. It's no-
use’ having cheap -imported cars, "+
.| clothes and food if unemployment
| ‘doubles and very, fewpeople can af--;_

E Motor’

{' Letter of the Month

i :-SIR~—I must dlsagteemthyou that :
| Jim Harris' letter-is "insightful”. -

| woild describe it as superficial,
- short-51ghted T:canniot believe h
-1 lives ‘in‘Honeydew;
- Clo'ud_ Cuckaoland?
- He would have us stopm ufac

_"port chieaper ones  withno duty :
: heheves

- - produicts from elsewhere. .

ford to bty anything, ..
‘He ‘has “also - made a mlstake

| many makewhenta]kmg aboutthe -
Industry . . Development
' Programme (MIDP): Tariffs are not ;- oftlus dutythmughtheirexpnrts

. ;_-the result oftheMIDP tant‘fs exlst

surely he is’ m-

‘the world to stop cheap imports de-
= stmymg an industry. Our duty ate
i i534%, nutalothlgherthantheUS :
Here i§ the point: the MIDF en--
ables importers to offset all or part .

duction  of ‘total  vehicles,- which
means they can pruduce at costs far
below ours. This is an example of -
targeted  protection- used around "

]"un says "I thmkwe should (mly:' :

chitles are: ‘aboiit half the nummal-i

: than the US has on their pickups. -

by prodiicing ‘mote

-‘-.produce their goods at luwer costs, '
“:and ;also; ‘offset ‘duties ‘on: those_' o
: products theyhave toimport.:

“your affiliation so we can avaid vot- | .
“ing forapartyﬂiatwouldstnp SAof N

- ducing levels’ of pmtecnon and job:-
creanon, the very challenge that:;_rg.

£XP0] '-'c_n.'der tu 1mpm:t." Well--
im; this is ‘exactly what the MIDP:
oes. It Is éstimated that effective -

rates duie to MIDP rebates, meaning -
our effective - protectmn is lower:

o the.  past *:two - Chronofmieter -
_‘_thyouthatother-“-'

faces our. gclvernmeut. and ne |
- which- they are tackiing reasonably"_
- well if we look at recent econnmm 1
* growthand stability:”

China, |
- wherever you: end. up. Send s a’|
“posteard (meorted ofcourse}
Roger Pitot : -
Executive dlI’BCtOI‘,
Nationial Assoclatton of -
‘Altomotive Componentand _

: Goodbye, Jim, and- good luck in:
Utopia, - Cuckooland  or |,

!Iled Nlanufacturers

thive economies’ of - scale’ an

Jim, T hope you're not a pohtl—'-_”: :
ian; but if you-are; please declare’.

its productionandjobs. .+ s
i Iprefertheh:gh road, unewhlch G
steers @ careful course between te---

' bestletterwms
| . the néw; third "
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Sendyourietters, byNuvember IB to
| The SA Expnrter,BusIness Day, :
o8 ‘PO Bok 1745, 2132 Gau_teng _

' dr'e-mail‘:'eicpal‘t'srb'dhn.cu.za': By

. editfonof .

Southem
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